The Stewart Family and Calvary Presbyterian Church
In 1906, the same year that Calvary’s present building was completed and dedicated,
young Alex Stewart and Bess Jackson were married at the Apollo Presbyterian Church
in Armstrong County. Bess joined Alex in membership in First Presbyterian Church of
Indiana (now Calvary). Originally the couple set up housekeeping at 975 Philadelphia
Street where, in 1908, their first child was born on May 20—James Maitland Stewart.
The Stewarts were active church members. Alex and Bess, both music lovers, sang in
the choir. Jimmy and his sisters attended weekly Sunday school. As a teenager, Jimmy was
stage manager for one of the elaborate church pageants
that the congregation presented during those years.
While Jimmy Stewart’s long and distinguished career
as an actor is well recognized, his service in the U.S. Army
Air Corps during World War II was equally distinguished.
Stewart volunteered and was the first Hollywood star to
enlist for duty and the first to fly in combat. He led
19 bombing missions over Europe without losing
one crew member—quite a feat at a time when
U.S. bombers and their crews were suffering
50 percent losses. Stewart’s name appears on
the framed honor roll of this congregation’s
members who served in the war.
Calvary also remembers Jimmy Stewart
as a son of the
church who was universally
respected for his compassion,
sense of honor, and citizenship as
well as for his worldly accomplishments. During one of his last
visits to Indiana, Stewart stated in
an interview that an important
influence in his life had been the
Rev. Dr. Frederick Hinitt, who was
minister of this church from 1918 until 1928—
Jimmy’s teenaged years. Hinitt, a nationally
prominent clergyman who had been president of
three colleges before coming here as a pastor, took
particular pride in his work with the youth of the
church. 
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