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The Second Sunday of Advent

MEANING OF ADVENT
In the season of Advent we heighten our joyful anticipation for the ultimate fulfillment
of the Old Testament promises, when the wolf will lie down with the lamb, death will be
swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away. In this way Advent highlights for us
the larger story of God’s redemptive plan.
Advent leads us into a time of preparation; however, Advent is far more than preparing
to celebrate the first coming of Christ, the incarnate Word. The pulpit hanging and the
clergy stole are purple to symbolize the future coming of Christ the King to establish his
rule over all things. In light of Christ’s first coming, we know God’s loving purposes are
realized and we have hope for the fulfillment of the kingdom of God in the future.

ADVENT WREATH
The Advent candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of the coming of the Lord, we
watch and wait for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles
remembering the promises of God.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
The Christmas Joy Offering celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the truly "indescribable
gift," as well as the gifts of church leaders - past, present and future and as such has been
a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. It compels us to reach out with
charity, justice, and grace. We seek to honor every child of God. This, too, is how we
celebrate the child born on that first Christmas day. Presbyterians can respond to that
love at Christmas by giving generously to the Christmas Joy Offering. Your Christmas
Joy gift helps to provide:
• Gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges
• Critical financial support to church workers and their families
• Presbyterian-related schools and colleges with education and leadership
development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage which has been a
Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years.
Christmas Joy envelopes are in the pew racks for your convenience.
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Order of Service for the Worship of God
December 5, 2021
Out of care and love for our faith community,
the Session of Calvary strongly encourages everyone
to wear masks regardless of their vaccination status. (See page 14.)

PREPARING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP
(At 10:55 a.m., a brief greeting as we prepare for worship.)

PRELUDE – On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry

arr. David Cherwien

STRIKING OF THE BELL
WELCOME
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES

Jackie and Jim Wiley

CHORAL OPENING
Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echo back their joyous strains.
RESPONSIVE LITANY
Leader: During Advent we recall God’s promises spoken to us long ago.
People: For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God.
Leader: During Advent we anticipate promises yet to unfold.
People: For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God.
Leader: During Advent we recall God’s mighty deeds from ages past.
People: For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God.
Leader: During Advent we anticipate mighty deeds yet to come.
People: For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

* As you are able, please stand.
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CANDLE LIGHTING
Leader: Today we light two candles.
The first candle reminds us that Advent is a time to hear again the
message of hope offered through Jesus Christ.
In a season when our lives abound with activity, Advent is a time to
listen with faithful expectation. The second candle invites us to
recall the mighty deeds God has performed throughout the ages, and
to recognize the marvelous ways God is at work today. As we
continue our Advent journey let us hear what God has spoken and
believe what God has promised.
CHORAL AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

(Stand at the beginning of the Hymn and the Gathering Prayer.)
*

HYMN 87, sing all together – Comfort, Comfort Now My People

*

GATHERING PRAYER
(All be seated.)

CALL TO CONFESSION

Deacon Joan Rittenberger
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION, all together
All:

Incarnate God,
we sing of a silent night,
but we long to hear from you.
We sing of joy to the world,
but we are weary with sorrow.
We sing O come all ye faithful,
but our own faith is often lacking.
We sing comforting now your people,
but we turn away from you.
Help us, O God, we pray.
(A time of silence for personal confession.)

Leader: Draw near to us, O child of Bethlehem.
Come into our broken places with your light and your life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

KYRIE ELEISON – Lord, Have Mercy

Richard Proulx

RESPONDING TO GOD’S FORGIVENESS, responsively
Leader: We can trust in God,
who still brings us salvation,
who still supplies us strength,
who still grants us forgiveness.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
All:
Thanks be to God. Amen!
(Stand for the singing of the Gloria Patri and the Passing of the Peace.)
*

GLORIA PATRI, sing all together
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

*

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST, responsively
Leader: May the Peace of Christ be with you all.
All:
And also with you.
(All be seated.)
(Due to COVID precautions, children may remain seated
with their families during the TWYD.)
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TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (TWYD)

Dr. Tim Runge

(Children in grades K-3 are invited to the East Classroom following TWYD
for a lesson on Learning to Worship.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READING

Luke 1:5-25

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and
her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living
blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But
they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in
years. Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on
duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering,
the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him
an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy
and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of
the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will
be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord
their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the
hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the
angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is
getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of
God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But
now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time,
you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.”
Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the
sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized
that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained
unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. After
those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in
seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked
favorably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.”
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Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM – Will We Know Him?

Don Besig and Nancy Price

SERMON – It Feels Like An Eternity

Rev. David J. Hanna

(Stand for the singing of the Hymn and the Affirmation of Faith.)

* HYMN 109, sing all together – Blest Be the God of Israel
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH, all together
We believe the life, death, resurrection,
and promised coming of Jesus Christ
has set the pattern for the church’s mission.
His human life involves the church in the common life of all people.
His service to men and women commits the church
to work for every form of human well-being.
In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming,
the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life
in society and of God’s victory over all wrong.
The church follows this pattern in the form of its life
and in the method of its action.
So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord. Amen.
- The Confession of 1967, 9:32-9.33
(All be seated.)

CALL TO OFFERING, responsively
Leader: In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit
Let us strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and earth,
praying: Come, Lord Jesus!
All:
In gratitude to God, we dedicate our offerings, our lives, our prayers.

OFFERING ANTHEM – Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

arr. John Leavitt

(Stand for the singing of the Doxology and the Prayer of Dedication.)
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*

DOXOLOGY, sing all together
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him, above ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
(All be seated.)

PRAYERS OF THANKS AND CONCERN
LORD’S PRAYER, all together
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
(Stand for the singing of the Hymn and remain standing.)
*

HYMN 105, sing all together – People, Look East

*

BENEDICTION

* BENEDICTION RESPONSE – While We Are Waiting, Come
Clare Cloninger & Don Cason
*

POSTLUDE – The King Shall Come

setting Michael Burkhardt

_____________________________________________________________________
IN MEMORIAM
*** Elizabeth Mandigo ***
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
The Poinsettias on the pulpit are in loving memory of Twila Hoover, former organist,
and her cousin, Hope Everhart.
The flowers on the left, last week Sunday, November 28, were to the glory of God in
honor of their aunt, Jean Williams by Dana, Kitty, Lauren, and Gary.
8

Mail pledges and offerings to Calvary Presbyterian Church, 695 School Street, Indiana,
PA 15701 or, make online donations by going to Calvary’s “Give” webpage at
https://calvarychurchpa.com/give/.
Our giving is an oﬀering to God. All oﬀerings, whether made in the worship service or
outside of it, are part of our worship of God and are used to support Calvary’s ministry.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
“On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry.” © 1997 Summa Productions. Used by
permission under CCLI #11208249, Streaming License #CSPL060948. All rights
reserved.
“God is Near.” © 2010 Hope Publishing. Used with permission under ONE
LICENSE#735840-A. All rights reserved.
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People.” Word and music: Public Domain.
“Lord, Have Mercy.” © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used with permission under ONE
LICENSE#735840-A. All rights reserved.
“Glory Be to the Father.” Words and music: Public domain.
“Will We Know Him?” © 1987 Harold Flammer Music, a division of Shawnee Press, Inc.
Used by permission under CCLI #11208249, Streaming License #CSPL060948. All
rights reserved.
“Blest Be the God of Israel.” Text © 1973 The Jubilate Group (admin. Hope Publishing
Company). Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company. Used with permission under
CCLI #11208249, Streaming License#CSPL060948. All rights reserved.
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming.” © 2000 Brookfield Press. Used with permission
under ONE LICENSE#735840-A. All rights reserved.
“People, Look East.” Text © 1960 David Higham Associates, Ltd. Music Harm. © 1928
Oxford University Press. Used by permission under CCLI #11208249, Streaming
License #CSPL060948. All rights reserved.
“While We Are Waiting, Come.” © 1986 Word Music LLC. Used with permission
under CCLI #11208249, Streaming License#CSPL060948. All rights reserved.
“The King Shall Come.” © 1991MorningStar Music Publishers Inc. Used by permission
under CCLI #11208249, Streaming License #CSPL060948. All rights reserved.
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COVID Update and CDC Recommendations
• Wearing masks reduces the risk of becoming infected or transmitting the
virus to others.
• The CDC recommends unvaccinated people wear masks.
• In areas with substantial and high transmission, the CDC recommends
that fully vaccinated people wear masks in public, indoor settings to
help prevent the spread of the Delta variant and protect others.
• The CDC defines “substantial transmission” as counties with 50 to 100
cases per 100,000 residents over a seven-day period, and “high
transmission” is more than 100 cases per 100,000 people over seven
days.
As of Tuesday, November 30, Indiana County had 512 cases per 100,000
people over seven days.
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